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da 26/10 - 06/11
TAKE A BREAK

In Strasbourg

The ebb and flow of the European Parliament between Brussels
and Strasbourg is as unpopular with MEP's and those who follow
the parliament as it is with the European taxpayers. Although
Strasbourg is a lovely town, many of the hotels are a little
corporate, more functional than charming. One piece of advice is
to take a break, instead of staying for the last night in the city,
before the long drive north. One place to recommend is the Hotel
Du Parc in the spa town of Niederbronn des Bains. It offers bed
and breakfast for €55 - €80 in comfortable rooms with bathrooms
and TV. There is a large and popular restaurant, in several rooms,
from the traditional to the light and spacious. The cuisine is very
good and focuses on local specialities and produce. A main course
will cost between €14 and €30. Nearby, there is the spa and a
casino for those
who like a little
risk, but there is
something that
makes this place
stand out as
s o m e t h i n g
special; the
wines. By buying
from small local
producers, the
hotel offers
some excellent wines at very affordable prices. A tasting session
can easily be arranged, from their experienced wine expert Dennis
Hanns, to help you plan your meal and to see if you would like to
buy a bottle or two of their good, but undiscovered wines. There
is also some excellent Alsace whiskey to try that is a delight. So
after a hard week working in Strasbourg, this hotel and its owner
Francine Messai, offer something relaxing and friendly where you
can unwind in a warm and friendly setting, whilst paying less than
you would in Strasbourg.
Hôtel Du Parc Niederbronn Les Bains - 33 rue de la République
67110 Niederbronn Les Bains.Tel 0033 3 88 09 01 42 E-mail:
parchotel1@orange.fr Web: www.parchotel.net 

26 Oct - Django Jazz
19:30, Art Base, 29 rue des sables
The legendary Django Reinhardt returns to Brussels with
his SwingàJo Trio provide the melodic swing and the
improvisations of his compositions in an authentic
mixture of two guitars and a double bass.

28 Oct - The Birth of the Comic Strip
12:00 - 18:00, Maison Autrique, Chaussée de Haecht 266
The exhibition takes a fresh look at the origins of the comic
strip. The visitor will discover numerous documents on
Rodolphe Töpffer, Wilhelm Busch, Nadar, Frost,
Christophe, Outcault, Dirks and many others; but also,
many draughtsmen unfairly forgotten to this day. There
will be original boards, very rare editions, small films, etc.

29 Oct - Brussels Philharmonic 'A New World''
20:15, Flagey Studio 4, Place Sainte-Croix
Under the direction of Carlos Kalmar, the orchestra
present Mozart Symphonie N.38, Chopin Concerto pour
piano N.2 and finish with Dvorák's New World
Symphony, all highlighting the talented pianist, Wu Qian

29 Oct - 7 Nov- Theatre Improvisation World Cup
Various locations, Brussels
FBIA organizing the 18th World Amateur Theatrical
Improvisation in Belgium. As in previous years, this
World Cup will bring together the best teams from
Quebec, France, Switzerland, Italy and Belgium.
This event will host once again the people driven by a
passion for improvisation and a desire to defend the
colours of their country. More: www.fbia.be/mondial

29 Oct - Photography is not Art
11:30 - 17:00, Museum of Elsene, rue Jean Van Volsem 71
Antwerp diamond merchant and jeweler, Sylvio Perlstein
belongs to that group of art collectors who are as famous
as they are discrete. He opens his collection for this
exhibition for the first time, gathering together more than
two hundred original prints from 1920 to the present day
including many masterpieces and unknown treasures

30 Oct - Wooomen On Top
20:00 till Late, BMW Showroom, Boulevard de
Waterloo 23-24
Fancy a girls night out? Her you can have cocktails, a
buffet whilst being entertainments including make-up by
Givenchy, photo shoots, test drive by bmw fashion shows.
At 23:00 Men are admitted for an after - party.

30 Oct - Reena C. Shrivastava & Kousic Sen
Art Base, 29 rue des sables
Introduce yourself to the world of Indian classical music
as these two musicians, regarded as the finest, visit
Brussels after decades touring the world, promoting their
music

31 Oct - 8 Nov- Halloween at Scientastic
10:30 - 17:30, Scientastic, Boulevard Anspach
Celebrate this year by visiting the museum and their
exhibitions on fear. How scared are you?

PLAY
suggest your event for our agenda: agenda@neurope.eu

Would you like to advertise in New Europe’s Brussels
Agenda? Ask for more info advertising@neurope.euor
don’t hesitate to call us at +32(0)2 5390039

DINNER TIME
Ambelis - a taste of Cyprus 

Dressed in wood, cosy and warm, Ambelis restaurant brings
you traditional Cypriot food, high quality, and taste-bud
fulfilling. Hidden away, just off av. Tervuren, give it a try today.

Where: Avenue de l'Armée 41B - 1040 Etterbeek
T: +32(0)732 25 35

What we order: A bit of eveything - don’t miss the pork
brochettes, traditional Cypriot halloumi cheese, and their
wonderful mini cheese- and spinach- pies.

Cuisine:Cypriot  Price: €25

Comments: You won’t regret eating at Ambelis, but ordering a
variety of plates and doing it the way it should be done can be
expensive if you’re with a hungry group, affecting our rating.

Rating: 3.5/5

Salle à l•étage � Banquets - réunions - Terrase en été

Cosmo Cuisine 

Av. de Tervueren,105
1040 Etterbeek - Bruxelles

Tel: 02/ 732 43 31
Fax: 02/ 733 61 17
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A round up of interesting blog posts of
the last week. Because bloggers have
deserve, and have earned their voice.

By Ralf Grahn, 
http://grahnlaw.blogspot.com/

The Wikipedia article “Ratification of the Treaty of
Lisbon” (tinyurl.com/neurope29) has been updated with
final ratification by Ireland yesterday, 23 October
2009. There remain gaping holes only with regard to
the Czech Republic: “Presidential Assent” and
“Deposited”. 
Today’s Irish Times reports that “Minister for
European Affairs Dick Roche travelled to Rome yes-
terday to deposit the instruments of ratification with
the Italian government – a formality that all govern-
ments must complete before Lisbon can enter into
force”.This is an indication that the ratification instru-
ment has been deposited. 
However, the Council does not seem to live in real
time. Its web page with ratification details for the
Treaty of Lisbon (tinyurl.com/neurope30) still has a
gaping hole where the notification date of Ireland
should be. 

*** 
Among others, AFP reports (tinyurl.com/neurope31)
that the Czech President Vaclav Klaus has accepted
the solution presented by the Swedish Presidency of
the EU Council with regard to the Charter of
Fundamental Rights. 
This means that three member states have seceded
from the community of values enshrined in the
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European
Union, namely Britain and Poland as well as the
Czech Republic, each in order to nurture its own pho-
bias.
The Czech Constitutional Court in Brno hears the
complaints regarding the Lisbon Treaty on 27 October
2009. 

Yes, this is really the
official title of the position
that will be created once
the  Lisbon treaty is in
force. Why not “EU
Foreign minister” you may
ask – well, the British
delegation successfully
managed to lobby against
the title of “EU Foreign
Minister” in the
negotiations (supported by
quite a few others).
Strange, that they did not
try to rename this “Eur -
opean Council President”
into “Chairman of the
European Council” – that
would have made sense!
Anyway, Global Europe
has a good overview about
the “job description” 

(tinyurl.com/neurope39)
and the various unclear
provisions in the Lisbon
treaty.However, despite all
the talk:

(tinyurl.com/neurope40)
about the European
Council President, this is
actually the more
important position for one
single reason:
The H igh Rep will be able
to use the EU foreign
policy machinery incl -
uding (post EEAS) –
Com mission staff
(RELEX), Council
Secretariat staff (including
ESDP and CFSP tools
plus all the
‘Special Representatives’)

and the newly created
European External Action
Service.

Moreover the new High
Rep will be a Vice-
President of the European
Commission and chair the
Foreign Affairs Councils.
Therefore I agree with
Simon Hix

(tinyurl.com/neurope41)
who said “The president
could end up being all
prestige and no power,
while the high repres -
ntative is real power and
little prestige.” The
European Council Pre -
sident only chairs a couple
of summits and has no job
description – it is not even
clear whether he will get
office staff… Well, one
sentence in the Lisbon
treaty could  become prob -
lematic 

(tinyurl.com/neurope39):
“It is the Council

President (President of the
European Council) who will
‘ensure the external represe -
ntation of the Union on
issues concerning its common
foreign and security policy’.
He shall do that, however:
‘without prejudice to the

powers of the High
Representative of the Union
for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy’.”

So, team play will be
necessary at least to a
certain extent. However, it
is very unfortunate that the
question of who becomes
High Rep depends on who
will be chosen as European
Council President – and
not the other way round!

So let ’s have a quick
round of possible
candidates:

Today, speculations
(tinyurl .com/neurope41)
included David Miliband
(UK Foreign Secretary -
ruled himself out on
twitter!)

(tinyurl.com/neurope42),
frequently mentioned is
also Olli Rehn (EU
enlargement com miss io -
ner)

(tinyurl.com/neurope43)
as well as Ursula Plassnik
(former Foreign Minister
of Austria) 

(tinyurl.com/neurope44)
and Dora Bakoyannis
(former Foreign Minister
of Greece) 

(tinyurl.com/neurope45).
Several other names have
been mentioned in the last
couple of months: former
External Relations Com -
missioner Chris Patten 

(tinyurl.com/neurope46),
former Austrian Cha -
ncellor Wolfgang Schüssel 

(tinyurl.com/neurope47)
and former NATO
Secretary-General, Jaap de
Hoop Scheffer 

(tinyurl.com/neurope48).
Anyone in there who

could be the next High
Rep? I think David
Miliband could be a good
candidate but he might not
be experienced enough –
and, given his ambition to
become the next leader of
the Labour party, I doubt
whether he is a serious
candidate. Let’s ask him in
5 years again! Wh at about
the rest? They all seem
rather boring with a lack
vision for EU foreign
policy. Unfortunately I do
not know much about
Ursula Plassnik  and Dora
Bakoyannis. Chris Patten
and Jaap de Hoop Scheffer
are certainly well respected
in Brussels.  Especially
Jaap de Hoop Scheffer
could be a serious can -
didate given his NATO
experience – he would be a
solid and diplomatic High
Rep without being too
demanding towards
member states.  Olli Rehn

lacks experience and being
EU enlargement Com -
missioner may not be
enough to get the job.
However, a High Rep
without political ambition
(de Hoop Scheffer) or lack
of experience (Rehn) could
exactly be the sort of
person the European
Council is looking for…

But is that everything we
can come up with?
The High Rep should be

THE foreign policy
authority of the EU, with
the ability to negotiate
deals in the Foreign Affairs
Council  – so the person
needs to be high profile
and should have consi -
derable foreign policy
experience.  European
Foreign Policy is one
policy in which citizens
want to see a stronger EU.
The new High Rep needs
to be able to communicate
this clearly and passi -
onately. Moreover, the
person is expected to
negotiate worldwide – so
there we need someone
recognizable with a proven
track record in inter -
national negotiation. (If
Tony Blair was serious
about a EU job – he should
go for that one and not the
one with prestige and the
misleading title).  So who
else could be doing this
kind of job:

Joschka Fischer 
(tinyurl.com/neurope49)–

a former German foreign
minister. He would cert -
ainly tick all the boxes. He
has huge foreign policy
experience, is known
internationally and with
good connections in the
Middle East and in the US
(after being a Visiting
Fellow at Princeton and
working in Madeleine
Albright’s consultancy
tinyurl.com/neurope50). Re -
c ently, he started working
in support of the Nabucco
pipeline. He has been a
very charismatic and
popular politician – and
can still fill conference
centres in London, Bru -
ssels or Washington! He
would certainly be able to
give the EU a real voice in
foreign affairs. That
unfortunately rules him
out -  exactly that is not
wanted by our dear
politicians.

Martti Ahtisaari 
(tinyurl.com/neurope51)–

a former president of
Finland. 

Wouldn’t it be great if

Obama and Athisaari met
and the press could have a
headline like “Two Nobel
peace prize winners
demand…” – certainly
Ahtisaari is very kno -
wledgeable and respected
internationally. He has an
excellent reputation as a
conflict mediator 

(tinyurl.com/neurope52)
(he got the Nobel peace
price for that!) and  has
been an active advocate
(tinyurl.com/neurope53) of
a more powerful EU
foreign policy. Again not
the best thing to do in the
present political climate.
He might lack a bit of
charisma (compared to
Fischer…) which could be
seen as an asset by the
European Council…

Carl Bildt 
(tinyurl.com/neurope54)–

the current Swedish
foreign minister. Another
strong candidate judging
on his vast foreign policy
experience. He is the only
serving foreign minister of
all the candidates which is
an advantage because
connections are important!
However, some (France,
Germany) often claim he
is too outspoken on
Russia. 

tinyurl.com/neurope55)
He is a well known blogger 

(tinyurl.com/neurope56)
and often grabs media
attention with some bold
statements. Moreover,
being in the spotlight of
EU politics due to the
Swedish Council
Presidency

(tinyurl.com/neurope57)
might be helpful (although
the bold statement could
ruin it…).

So, who has realistic
chances? At the moment
the race seems very open
(or the secret is being kept
well…) – Jaap de Hoop
Sheffer, Chris Patten and
Olli Rehn could be
realistic candidates, the
joker could be Carl Bildt.
Chances are that we get
someone that has not been
subject of any rumours
lately. (The French are
suspiciously silent…) And
obviously it always
depends a lot on who will
become European Council
President in terms of
political and geo graphical
balance…

But one thing is certain:
unfortunately the best
candidates will have
absolutely no chance of
getting the job!

The new High Representative of the Union 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy

EU Treaty of Lisbon: 
26 ratifications final?

Read a blog post that you want to suggest
for our new ‘In The Blogs’ section? 
Send us an email: intheblogs@neurope.eu 

By Kosmopolito 23 October 2009
http://www.kosmopolito.org

http://googlepolicyeurope.blogspot.com/

(Cross-posted from the YouTube Blog tinyurl.com/neurope32)

In 1989, the fall of the Berlin Wall became a striking
symbol for free expression far beyond the borders of
Germany. Just 20 years later, Iranian citizens used
online tools like YouTube and Twitter to share first-
hand accounts (tinyurl.com/neurope33) of the brutal
government crackdown waged against protesters dis-
puting the country's election results. Many Iranians
risked their lives (tinyurl.com/neurope34) to document
the violence, despite the government's attempts to
expel journalists and stifle any voices of dissent.

The democratizing power of the Internet has enabled
individuals to share their stories with a global audience
in ways never before possible, and given a voice to
those who wouldn't otherwise be heard.

To commemorate the twentieth anniversary of the fall
of the Berlin Wall, we're launching a YouTube channel
— youtube.com/GoogleFreeExpression — to high-
light and celebrate free expression around the world,
and we want to hear from you.

This channel is designed to feature your stories and
reflections on free expression. Tell us about how you or
someone you know has taken a stand for free expres-
sion. Perhaps you've protested against
(tinyurl.com/neurope37) something you didn't agree
with, taken action (tinyurl.com/neurope35) when some-
one else's free speech was being suppressed or been
inspired (tinyurl.com/neurope36) by someone who has
stood up for the right to speak out. Make a short video
sharing your experience, upload it to YouTube, and add
it as a reply to this one: (tinyurl.com/neurope38) 

Celebrating free expression 20 years
after the fall of the Berlin Wall
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KASSANDRA
Old habits die hard - Hilary Clinton US Secretary of
State  could not resist lecturing on “Pax Americana” in
Moscow to the great dissapointment of Sergei Lavrov
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Kassandra@NEurope.eu

Once upon a time ...

Follow me on twitter @Kassandra_NE

Berlusconi Wins in Strasbourg
The plenary of the European

Parliament, in Strasbourg, last
Wednesday rejected with 338
votes against 335 a motion for a
resolution criticizing the Italian
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi
for his entrepreneurial involve-
ment in printed media. The reso-
lution was proposed by four
groups, ALDE, S&D, GUE and
the Greens. Protagonist of the re-
jection of the ALDE proposal by
the European Parliament in
Strasburg was MEP Mario
Mauro, leader of the “Il Popolo della Liberta” group in the Euro-
pean Parliament. After the result was announced, the Italian
Prime Minister interrupted his meeting in Quirinale and called
Mario Mauro to congratulate him.

The leader of the EPP group in the European Parliament
Joseph Daul said after the vote that the European Parliament was
neither the “appropriate place to discuss national issues, nor to
make a case against any government of an EU member state”.
Daul added that “the EPP has worked in recent weeks to make
this argument. At the same time we demonstrated the bad faith
of certain political groups, who tried to hide behind the principle
of freedom of information to attack their political opponents. The
EPP stands for freedom and independence of information, in Eu-
rope and outside Europe. Yet this principle cannot be an instru-
ment for the benefit of anyone. As I have stressed to the press, my
group will take the initiative to quickly organize such a debate in

parliament, in an orderly fashion.”
The outcome of the vote drove to

political hysteria the supporters of the
resolution and Greens/EFA leader Re-
becca Harms and Dutch Green MEP
Judith Sargentini, reacted in a manner
reflecting disappointment and anger by
stating that, “This is a black day for
press freedom in Europe.”

No mention was made, however by
the MEPs of the anti-Berlusconi coali-
tion, a politically heterogeneous mix of
Liberals, Communists and sympathiz-
ers, to the real threat of the free press in

Europe. That is the concentration of media ownership and the
concentration of ownership of the printed press distribution net-
works. In both cases, we are in front of flagrant violations of the
European law of which nobody, in ALDE, GUE and associates,
speaks about.

For Silvio Berlusconi and his “Il Popolo della Liberta” party, the
rejection of the proposed resolution by a small gruppuscolo from
within ALDE, the “Italia dei Valori” of Antonio Di Pietro group
was a great victory. In this context, speaking of the “freedom of
Press” in Italy it is worth mentioning that no newspaper, among
those strongly criticizing Berlusconi every day, made a proper
service to the outcome of the Strasburg vote.

The political conclusion of this exercise is that European insti-
tutions cannot be used by occasional coalitions and small groups
in the European Parliament, to bring national confrontations they
cannot manage nationally, on the European level.

Silvio Berlusconi (L) and Mario Mauro defeated ALDE, S&D,
GUE and the Greens in Strasburg
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(continued from page 1)
Action is to concentrate on many fields, including pro-

moting low carbon transport, but there will be a push for
electric cars. This would also require massive changes to in-
frastructure and the planning for the working group notes
that “the issue of funding for transport research and infra-
structure will be crucial”.

TEN-T is undergoing a policy review and decarbonising
of transport is expected to be the main theme of the next
White Paper on transport policy. The Commission has just
announced €500 million of funding for TEN-T projects. Ini-
tially this was to be spread over several years, but as part of
the EU response to the financial crisis, the monies were re-
leased earlier, as transport is considered vital to economic re-
covery. The funded projects include dredging estuaries,
motorway improvements and increasing capacity at sea ports.

On financing, a recent position paper for TEN-T states
“The polluter pays principle is an accepted principle
throughout the European Union. In practice it is far from
implemented. It is difficult for governments to confront lob-
bies of various road users, transporters and producers using
fossil fuels when it comes to, for instance, fair excise duties
on fuel. In times of economic downturn, the pressure is
nearly impossible to withstand, leading to delayed imple-
mentation of the polluter pays principle.” It will also be hard
to resist the protests from citizens, who are attached to their
cars and would need to be persuaded to pay higher taxes and
tolls. It won’t be a surprise to learn that the Taxation and
Customs Union is part of the new working group. What will
raise eyebrows is that the group will explicitly be looking at
taxation, something considered to be a competence of mem-
ber states.

Tajani Goes Green

Cameron’s Kaminski
Problem Goes Global

The issue of Michal Kaminski and Robert
Zile is becoming a huge problem for Britain’s
Prime Minister in waiting. His Foreign Secre-
tary, William Hague has just returned from
meeting Hillary Clinton and others in the
Obama administration and all did not go well.
The State Department is growing more concer-
ned with the Tories, especially in relation to Eu-
rope. Previously the Brits have loudly trumpeted
their ‘special relationship’ with the US and posi-
tioned themselves as a bridge over the Atlantic,
but this is unraveling. Hague maintains he reas-
sured Clinton that his fellow travelers in the
ECR groups are “mainstream right wing parties”
and that “I have explained to her and others that
she will be find a Conservative government very
active and activist from the very beginning in
European affairs. “ Few find that comment con-
vincing.

Very active? This from a party whose respo-
nse to the ratification of the Lisbon treaty is,
well, what is their response? To think about it
later? No wonder that the Americans, who want
a strong and unified Europe to help them in
dealing with China, terrorism, climate change
etc are not impressed with the Conservatives
slide towards irrelevance. An American official
explained their thoughts on the ECR group by
saying, “I do not see any upsides in the new
grouping. I can only see downsides. In life it is
normally best to do things when they have an
upside.”

Indeed, where is the upside? It’s hard to see
Angela Merkel warmly embracing a group that
has members who celebrate the Waffen SS, the
centre right throughout Europe are shunning
the Tories and the US is sniffily dismissive.
Could it be that the Americans best friends will
not be the British, but the Germans? How will
that affect Anglo-US relations? The ‘special re-
lationship’ between Blair and Bush turned out
to be more akin to the relationship between a
dog and a lamppost. Privately many Tories are
disparately thinking of ways out of the hole
they’ve dug for themselves, including toppling
Kaminski, but whatever course they follow there
is likely to be considerable infighting and that
will leave them, and their Party Leader, David
‘Call me Dave’ Cameron looking like damaged
goods. Not what they want in a run up to a ge-
neral election. A short while they looked a cer-
tainty for winning the imminent election, but
now that is looking less certain.

Meanwhile Labour have got their team in
place, with Peter Mandelson’s repeated rise from
the political grave being so complete he’s even
being mentioned as a possible party leader and
Alistair Campbell back on form, whilst John
‘One punch’ Prescott is putting some fighting
spirit back in the party, they look ready for a
fight. Blair’s bid for the Presidency is looking
like failing, but there is a sweetener for the Brits
as David Milliband is looking good for the High
Representative position, and he has a very good
reputation within the UK Foreign Office, one
that is being noticed throughout Europe. There
are rumours of Brown standing down at the end
of the year, one step the party must take if it
wants to win and one person being touted as the
next Prime Minister is Ed Milliband, David’s
brother. You see, Europe is a family after all.

A row between Eastern and Western member states over the
issue of up to $150 billion worth of emissions permits which
Eastern states gained under the Kyoto Protocol has been post-
poned for a while and EU environmental ministers agreed last
week to a set of demands for the upcoming United Nations
climate negotiations in Copenhagen. The agreement commits
the EU to cutting its emissions of greenhouse gases by 80-95%
by 2050 compared to 1990 levels, as recommended by UN ex-
perts.  A compromise has been reached, but the issue of emis-
sions permits has only been shoved under carpet. According to
EU officials, former-Communist states such as Russia,
Ukraine, Poland and the Baltic States currently hold between
7.5 billion and 10 billion emission permits or “Assigned
Amount Units” (AAUs) with an estimated market value of
€75-100 billion.

Under the Kyoto Protocol, countries which cut their emis-
sions by more than a certain amount below 1990 levels can
sell AAUs - based on those cuts to countries which emit too
much, so that the latter do not have to pay fines for excess
emissions.

The EU’s eastern members are fighting for the right to sell
these permits. But using the permits would undo efforts to bat-
tle global warming because other governments would buy the
permits and use them to pay fines for excess emissions, rather
than trying to reduce their emissions. After all, we’re talking
about the same ozone layer.

The permits should remain in the eastern members and not
use them to make a buck to help their economies. If countries
do not effectively cut CO2 emissions, we’re just putting a band
aid on the victim, but ultimately the patient will bleed to death.

License to Kill by... polluting
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